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Synopsis

Bear wants to read and write and think. Goose wants to talk and talk and talk. Can Bear and Goose
be friends? Suzanne Bloom’s picture book says volumes about friendship with a few select words

and charming illustrations in this Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Book .
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Customer Reviews

Finding a book as perfect in its simplicity as, "A Splendid Friend, Indeed" is near-impossible. |
should know. As a children’s librarian | often have to contest with countless anxious parents who
want a picture book for their kids to read, with simple words, and a simple plot. But it has to be
interesting too. And beautiful to look at. And touching, they definitely want something touching. All
told there are perhaps four or five books in the English language that fit such strict criteria and
remain readable. Now Suzanne Bloom’s book may join their ranks. Though passed over for a
Caldecott (a fact that had my fellow children’s librarians wrenching out their hair in clumps) the book
did garner a prestigious Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor Book Award. Just the same, | am of the
opinion that "A Splendid Friend, Indeed" deserves a lot more press and fanfare. So here | am,
blaring out the news for all to hear: COME ONE, COME ALL, TO WITNESS A PIECE OF PICTURE
BOOK PERFECTION! | can’t say it any plainer than that.A polar bear is reading a book when a



white duck travels down his back for a chat. The duck is deeply inquisitive. He’d love to know
exactly what the polar bear is up to. The dialogue is something along the lines of, "What are you
doing? Are you reading? | like to read. Do you want to hear me read?". The bear grows increasingly
frustrated with the encounter and annoyed with this relentlessly cheery pest. After a bit the duck
comes back with a snack he has made and a note he has written. The note reads, "l like you.
Indeed | do. You are my splendid friend". The polar bear is deeply touched by the note and by the
end the two are hugging alongside the words, "You are my splendid friend. My splendid friend,

indeed". Then they settle down to tea and cookies.
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